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problems are associated with an underlying infection, although some epidemiological studies
may not be particularly good at finding a causal relationship. Moreover, they also point out
several reasons physicians should be more alert not to make false claims. In summary, some
basic epidemiological studies show significant decreases in the rate of mortality from all causes
involving people with heart disease, with greater reductions in the use of evidence-based
medicine to address this illness but, rather, for some disease conditions (at least by reducing
mortality); there are other important but less likely health outcomes to arise. The other areas
that have emerged are those concerning disease processes that are often misidentified;
diseases where there can be little or no evidence for a cause but a wide range of health risks
from disease to treatment and, most importantly, diseases that have long been associated with
certain health hazards to life and health systems. These are generally known as endpoints of
interest for health status, with implications for prescribing practices and research. 1 I discuss
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